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Absolutely!
Not Quite!
Need Help!








FALL   SPR
FALL   SPR
FALL   SPR

1. I can identify the 5 Easy Pieces Plus 2.
59%     71%
34%
19%
0%
10%
 

2. I understand the difference between “core”

      and “strategic”.




99%
100%
  1%
0%
0%
 0%

3. I understand how to use the pacing chart
84%
100%
 12%
0%
0%
 0%

4. I understand the “Power Clusters.”

84%
100%       6%
0%
0%
 0%

5. I understand how to use:

      
a.  Standards Manager


78%
100%
    6%
0%
0%
 0%

      
b.  Language of Literature T.E.

84%
100%
    6%
0%
0%
 0%

      
c.  Interactive Reader Plus


44%
  81%
    50%  19%
 0%
 0%

      
d.  Spelling and Vocabulary

88%
  90%
     6%   10%
 0%
0%

    

      
e.  Grammar, Usage, Mechanics

84%
  86%
     3%   14%
 0%
0%

      
f.   Bridges




56%
  81% 
      22% 19%
  0%
0%

6. I can plan a Cluster Unit.


91%
100%
      9%    0%
  0%
0%

7. I can plan a “core” lesson.


91%
100%
      9%    0%
  0%
0%

8. I can plan a “strategic” lesson.


41%
  81%
     34%   19% 0%
0%


9. I understand how to use the Cluster

    

Assessments.




53%       95%
     41%    5%
   0%
0%

Teacher Focus Groups
February 1, 2005


	Alvarado:     Donna Meehan, Kim Kline

Buffum:       Teo Weiner, Sharon Lars
	Addams:  Kristie Clements

Avalon:    Lindsey Mattingly

	Burcham:     Linda Binns, Jennifer Hunt
	Barton:  Susan Newman, Ms. Etheridge, Joni Alexander

	Carver:        Barbara Semonsen, Terry Peirog
	Birney:  Monica DiFiore, Linda Hainley

	Emerson:     Felicia Ward, Vicki Clanton

Fremont:     Barbara O’Conner, Susan Mumper
	Bixby:  Jane Compton

Bryant:  Debbie Johnson

	Grant:  Vicina Jordan, Janine Mays, Peggy Ander
	Burbank:  Patricia Rumbellow, Victoria Ekelund

	Holmes:  Kathy Hatchell
	Burnett:  Pamela Basich, Katherine Von Gremp, Brenda Ocampo,

             Araceli Nunez-Tallman

	Hudson:  Melissa Hamm, Leone Torromeo, 

              Julie Weckerly
	Burroughs:  Linda Conn, John McCoy

	Keller:  Lynn Gay
	Butler:  Tina Montemer

	Kettering:    Mary McDonald, Elaine Krueger
	Chavez:  Bobbie Lucas

	King:  Leanndra Foster, Leontine Sloan
	Cleveland:  Kris Damon, Tina Neff

	Lafayette:  Principal
	Cubberley:  Betty Gause

	Lee:  Mary Linehan
	Edison:  Torrie Baker

	Lincoln:       Kim Shoptaw, Nikole Timothy
	Gant:  Damaris Wirth

	Longfellow:  Jane Kelly, Gretchen VanMiddlesworth
	Garfield:  Tony Martinez, Evelyn Sims, Diana Figueroa,

Deborah Sullivan, Sonja Brown

	Los Cerritos: Susan Wariner, Wendy Austin
	Gompers:  Helen Bryan

	Lowell:  Bianca Verduzco, Rochelle Martin
	Harte:  Thelma McBride, Nooshin Sarabakhsh

	MacArthur:   Chris Kelly, Rachell Rerrell
	Henry:  Sylvia Padilla

	Madison:  Don Speir, Vickie Olsen
	International:  Diane Gentle

	Mann:  Linda Johnson
	

	McKinley:  Carolyn Gonzalo
	Muir:  Carri Cates, Maria Calimquim, Lenore Behar

	Monroe:      Laura Kusaba, Allison Stratford, 

                  Holly Madrid
	Newcomb:  Janel Russell

	Naples:       Sandy Greenhut, Julie Marsh
	Prisk:  Debra Simmons

	
	Riley:  Naomi Cheely

	Powell:        Celia Weiss, Renee Aguilar
	Robinson:  Grace Castro

	Signal Hill:   Cindy Matsumoto, Marissa Oh
	Roosevelt:  Cindy Arvanette, Graciela Leyva

	Tincher:       Megan Haley, Jessica Garrison, 
                   Susan Yee, Joanie Calhoun
	Stevenson:  Caprice Reagan

	Twain:         Holly Huber, Phyllis Ward
	Sutter:  Robyn Lunstad

	Whittier:  Emily Craven, Valerie Watts
	Tucker:  Lisa Parra

	Willard:       Susan Cruz, Karen Thomsen
	Webster:  Principal


FROM:   Donna Ryono, K-5 Literacy Curriculum Leader

RE:       Elementary Curriculum Teacher Forum, Literacy



This is a reminder that your principal has requested that you represent your school site at this year’s second and final:

Elementary Curriculum Teacher Forum - Literacy

February 9, 2005

3:00 –  4:00 pm    OR    4:15 – 5:15 pm

Teacher Resource Center (TRC), Room D

The purpose of the Forum is to provide literacy updates and to gather teacher input to help direct our future efforts.  By sharing some of your input ahead of time (see survey pages attached), we can try to address your needs more efficiently at the Forum.  Thank you, and see you on February 9th!

Elementary Curriculum Teacher Forum, Literacy:  SURVEY

In the interest of time, PLEASE FAX, PHONE, or EMAIL your responses (do not put in district mail).

FAX:  989-6761      PHONE:  989-8832    EMAIL:  dryono@lbusd.k12.ca.us

1.  Name ________________________________________________ School____________________


2. We have used the new:

-Open Court support page on the district website    ___yes   ___no

· ideas for this webpage:

      -Open Court Benchmark Question Stems on the district website         ___yes        ___no

· feedback on these stems:

3.  How many of your teachers attend the Open Court Monthly Support Training?:       
Kinder______












Grade 1_____












Grade 2_____












Grade 3_____












Grade 4_____












Grade 5_____


3. Do your High Point teacher(s) attend the High Point Monthly Support Trainings?  ___yes  ___no

4.  At what level has your school implemented Open Court so far:   


____full implementation of the program


____partial implementation of the program (If partial, please describe which components aren’t being utilized, and why – e.g., Intervention Guide/we need more training on it, etc.)

4a.  What writing program are you using at your site for Writing Process/Genre Writing (e.g., Open Court, Write from the Beginnning, Columbia, etc.)?  To what degree, if any, will reading instruction be affected if your school is focusing on writing?  (use back side)


5.  Please circle the Option each grade level is using this year to determine students’ report card grades in reading and writing.
	
	Reading
	Writing

	Kindergarten
	Option A
	Option B
	Option C
	Option D, describe:


	Option A
	Option B
	Option C
	Option D, describe:



	Grade 1
	Option A
	Option B
	Option C
	Option D, describe:


	Option A
	Option B
	Option C
	Option D, describe:



	Grade 2
	Option A
	Option B
	Option C
	Option D, describe:


	Option A
	Option B
	Option C
	Option D, describe:



	Grade 3
	Option A
	Option B
	Option C
	Option D, describe:


	Option A
	Option B
	Option C
	Option D, describe:



	Grade 4
	Option A
	Option B
	Option C
	Option D, describe:


	Option A
	Option B
	Option C
	Option D, describe:



	Grade 5
	Option A
	Option B
	Option C
	Option D, describe:


	Option A
	Option B
	Option C
	Option D, describe:




5.  List any literacy-related feedback or suggestions from your staff  (use back if necessary):
Open Court Issues for NON-Reading First Schools

Draft of Responses, submitted by Donna Ryono, 8/20/03

1. Will the non-Reading First schools be required to do all of the end of unit assessments? 

Karen DeVries has stated that this first year of implementation for non-Reading First schools is when sites should examine and experiment with the Open Court publisher assessments (particularly the unit-assessments) and determine which of these they will include in their school assessment plan.

2. Will the district be revising the reading grading criteria guidelines to include all the OC assessments instead of just the level of Benchmark? 

The Benchmark criteria will continue to be the MINIMUM criteria that students must pass in order to receive the corresponding grade in reading.  However, we will work towards identifying Open Court assessments that may be considered as additional criteria that are required to earn a grade.  The question that must be considered is:  If a student passes the Benchmark, but not the additional Open Court assessments, is it “all or nothing” in order to earn that particular grade?

3. Should the schools use the OC writing rubrics or the ones in the district writing guide that are more rigorous and specific? 

It makes sense to continue using the district writing rubrics as they are based on state criteria that is used to score the STAR Writing Assessments, and are specifically correlated to the state standards. 

4. With the new state science assessment, 5th grade is concerned about principals not being told that their daily schedule must allow time for science. Will any guidelines be put out? 

The professional development training guidelines in literacy have stated that within the Language Arts block, there are opportunities for integrating some science with Open Court by:

· Planning ahead to look at the Science Connection activity found at the end of almost every week’s  lesson in the Open Court Teacher Edition

· Planning science activities that are directly related to the Open Court science-based unit (which is Unit 2, Astronomy)

-Purposefully utilizing selected cards from the Open Court Science/Social Studies Connections Kit

5. When will the grade 6 Benchmarks be revised? Teachers were frustrated using the old version last year. (Carol Clark from Longfellow volunteered to help if needed.) 

The Middle School Reading Curriculum Leader is currently working with a middle school committee to finalize the revision of the grade 6-8 Benchmark Assessments.  We anticipate that these will be sent out to the elementary schools sometime during the second or third week of school.

6. Will the Core Literature list ever be revised? (Monica Deere from Grant and Carol Clark want to help when a committee is formed.) 

Sites will receive a list this fall from the K-5 Literacy Office which will identify several Core Literature titles that will be placed at a different grade level, according to where these titles are found in the Open Court student anthology.

7. Will the new report card be out this fall? Will it reflect things being taught and assessed in OC? 
Yes, the new district report card will be out this fall.  Because it is a standards-based report card, and because Open Court is standards-based, the report card will reflect the progress a student has made toward achieving grade-level content standards.

Open Court Q & A

Draft #1, January 2004

1.  How are we going to play the CDs for the listening library?

The CDs require a CD player (e.g., in a listening center, at a computer station, etc.).  Schools had the option to order either the CD or audiocassette.  Discuss any need for CD players with your administrator.

     Some schools have added jack boxes to CD players to allow for multiple earphones.  Jack boxes are available for $14 - $22 at stores such as CM School Supplies and through their catalog (on Del Amo near Bellflower in Lakewood, 562-429-2425).  If your earphone jack does not work with your computer, jack adapters are also available for purchase (see Radio Shack, etc.).  Again, discuss any equipment needs with your administrator.

2.  If we have 22 students, when will we get the additional materials?

The new textbook adequacy law necessitates a textbook for every student.  Discuss this need with your administrator, who can contact Joyce Kuroiwa in Textbook Services if any orders need to be placed.

3.  What about the Kindergarten schedule?  What will O. C. look like for a 3½ hour day, when they need 1 hour for Math, 40 min. for ELD, etc.?

There should be a maximum two hour block of time for Kindergarten Open Court each day.  Schedules will look somewhat different depending on your school.  There are minimum schedules, extended day, and all day sites that will develop their schedules accordingly.  Teaming, lunches, overlap time, etc. will all have to be taken into consideration when developing your schedule.

     ELD instruction should be 30 minutes.

4.  Does Kindergarten also have a spelling/vocabulary list?

Kindergarten has vocabulary word lists, but not formal spelling lists.

5.  What about our reading assessments (e.g. running records, probable indicators, benchmarks)?  How will these assessments fit?  When? 

The district Benchmark Book Assessments are correlated to Open Court reading levels, and should be administered when appropriate reading behaviors are demonstrated.  Benchmark Book Assessments may be administered during Workshop, SSR, journal writing, etc.  There is a possibility that some of the Open Court titles may be designated as district Probable Indicators in the future.

6.  Does Open Court prepare students for our district Benchmarks (especially related to the type of questions)?

Across the year of the program, students will be learning comprehension skills and strategies and answering comprehension questions similar to those on the district Benchmark Book Assessment.  Teachers may continue to use the district Benchmark Question Stems (revised November 2002) on a weekly basis (e.g., during discussion, after first read, during Workshop, etc.).  This will better prepare students to answer all types of comprehension questions.  Teachers may choose types of questions according to the focus skill of the week.

7.  RSP – Is Open Court mandated to use for RSP students?  How shall we work this out?  Will there be in-class collaboration?

RSP teachers are using the Open Court program as one of the tools for their students.  The Special Education Curriculum Leader recommended Open Court as the textbook adoption for K-3 RSP, and High Point as the textbook adoption for grade 4-5 RSP (although some may find Open Court as an appropriate tool for grade 4-5 RSP).  Whether RSP is in-class collaboration or a pull-out program is a site decision.

8.  Diagnostic assessments – what if the students are reading above or below the grade level being taught?

In order to differentiate your instruction for students who are reading above or below grade level, the diagnostic assessments will indicate which supplemental materials you will use to help meet the needs of your students (e.g., Challenge materials, Intervention Guide, Leveled Library books, etc.).  Note that the Inquiry process is an ideal tool to use with your students who are reading above grade level.

9.  Where are the High Point materials?  When will we receive them?

High Point is the recommended reading/language arts and ELD program for grade 4-5 All Day Literacy classes.  Check with your site administrator to see if your High Point materials have arrived.  If not, your administrator can contact Joyce Kuroiwa in Textbook Services, extension 1872.

10.  Is there a CD with all the blackline masters on it?
There is a teacher management CD-ROM available at each grade level that contains the blackline masters.

11.  Are there cursive strips and cursive posters to hang in classrooms?
Cursive strips and cursive posters do not come with the Open Court program.  However, there are penmanship models in the Level Appendix in the back of all Teacher Editions (cursive is found in grades 2-5).  These could be copied and laminated as desk size guides.

12.  Would this program be effective for grade-level teaming (homogeneous grouping) for reading instruction in our school?  Or, would this program work best with a self-contained classroom?

It would be effective to group the class heterogeneously for the direct instruction components.  All students benefit from the interaction of students at various levels.  However, one teacher may want to pair up with another to do the Workshop component with homogeneous groups of students.

13.  How will Open Court meet the needs of GATE students who need to be challenged? Can you explain how this program is going to meet the needs of students who are reading 2 or more levels above their peers?
During Workshop, GATE students may apply the vocabulary strategies and the comprehension strategies and skills to books such as Junior Great Books or Literature Circle chapter books (i.e. more difficult text matched to their instructional level).  The depth and complexity icons could be used to enhance text discussion.  The Inquiry and Investigation component should be maximized with GATE students, enabling students to research authentic questions they have that are related to the theme.

     Once teachers have fully learned the Open Court program, the GATE Office will issue guidelines for adjusting the pacing. 

14.  Should books used during our guided reading time be only Open Court books?  What happens to all our Rigby/Wright, etc.?  How do we differentiate?  What does guided reading look like for students?

Workshop is a time for the teacher to differentiate to meet students’ needs in a flexible grouping format.  This may involve preteaching, reteaching, reinforcing, monitoring, or assessing.  In addition to using the support materials from Open Court (Intervention, ELD, Reteach, Challenge, Leveled Library books), teachers may also use other leveled texts to meet students’ needs.  While a group meets with the teacher, independent reading should always be one of the options for the other students.  Other options include:  recording vocabulary definitions in the writer’s notebook, vocabulary games (involving the identified vocabulary in the program), working on writing drafts, fluency practice with a partner, high frequency word work, Inquiry research, etc.

     If students need work on decoding, look on page three in the Program Appendix at the back of a Teacher’s Edition.  Techniques are described for teaching the Open Court decodable texts.

     For comprehension work, Workshop is an opportunity for applying the strategies and skills you are teaching that week from the anthology.  Use any appropriate text for this purpose.

     If you find that you have an abundance of leveled text that are not being used in small groups, make these texts available to students for independent reading during Workshop, SSR, home reading, etc.

15.  When are we supposed to conduct training for our sites?

Site representatives can conduct training at grade level meetings, staff meetings, buy-back days, etc.  Site representatives (at Non-Reading First schools) received twelve hours of grade level training to bring back to their staff.  These twelve hours may be spread over the year in order to give adequate time to each topic.

16.  Do we no longer want authentic student work?  Only worksheets?

As a professional you know that authentic student work is essential to learning.  Authentic student work is embedded and suggested throughout Open Court, particularly in Workshop, Inquiry, the Concept/Question board, and Clues/Problems/Wonderings.

17.  How do we find time to use our class set of core literature books?

Workshop is an ideal time to do extended reading.  You may want to coordinate a core literature title with a matching Open Court theme.

18.  How does Open Court Writing support Writer’s Workshop?

Like Writer’s Workshop, Open Court writing incorporates the writing process, and provides student writing models for the lesson objective (see Open Court writing sample transparencies).  Both Writer’s Workshop and Open Court writing begin a writing session with direct instruction.  In Open Court writing, a student’s topic choice for some pieces may be more directed toward the grade level requirements of the genres identified in the state content standards.

19.  What assessments will be mandated district-wide?

It depends on the school site.  Reading First schools have their own set of grant-required assessments.  The district Paperwork Reduction Committee set forth the following agreed-upon guidelines for 2003-04:  

Mandated assessments:  Math Facts, Benchmark Book Assessment, K-1 End of Course Math, and one scored Writing Task/OEW for each of the genres required at a grade level.  Individual sites may determine any additional assessments they wish to include in their site assessment plan.

20.  How do we address the fact that Core Literature is in another grade level anthology or Leveled Library?

See the district chart that was distributed at the Elementary Teacher Forum, entitled Open Court and LBUSD Core Literature Alignment, 2003-2004.  As you will see on the chart, the grade levels for a few titles on the core literature list were changed.  The changes were based on the following criteria:  the grade level in which a title occurs in the Open Court Anthology, the grade level in which a title is an Open Court Read Aloud, or if the title is a district Benchmark Book Assessment title

21.  Are we using Open Court graphic organizers or thinking maps?

If you are trained in Thinking Maps and your school has them in place then you will use them in Open Court.  If you don’t have that background it makes sense to use the graphic organizers provided in Open Court.

22.  How do classrooms that have all students reading below grade level use anthologies?

Regardless of reading level, federal guidelines mandate that all students must have equal access to grade level core curriculum.  Teachers may use methods necessary to scaffold the first and second read so that all students have access to the anthology (e.g., choral reading, preteaching in Workshop, etc.).  In such a classroom, teachers may need to maximize the use of the Intervention Guide during Workshop.

23.  What if my students can’t read the decodable text?

A teacher must analyze what is happening during the Preparing to Read (green) component of instruction.  Bring your data to a grade level meeting, and discuss possible ways to address the issue (e.g., reviewing another blending demonstration video, assessing students’ fluency with the sound/spelling cards, increasing the frequency of sessions with the teacher during Workshop, significantly increasing the amount of time these students spend doing independent reading with “easy” and instructional level books, reading the decodable together as a class/then with a partner, etc.)

24.  Isn’t Through Grandpa’s Eyes a Benchmark Book?  It is now a story in Unit 3 for Grade 3.

An additional title, Ramón and the Pirate Gull, has been added to the End of Grade 3 fiction Benchmark Books.  If teachers still wish to use Through Grandpa’s Eyes as a Benchmark Book, do not teach that story in the Open Court lesson.  In this case you will want to look through the lesson to see if there are any critical objectives that need to be taught before you decide to drop the lesson.

25.  Will we be getting ELL picture cards for Phonics lessons, new or revised?

ELL picture cards were sent to the schools in September 2003.

26.  Where is the appropriate place for matching students to text?

The appropriate times would be during Workshop, independent reading, partner reading, fluency practice, and home reading.

27.  Who has the check off list for SPED?  

Check with your school counselor.

28.  What do we do with old teacher’s guides?

Refer to the discard memo sent out in June 2003.  Contact the K-5 Literacy Office for another copy (extension 5658 or dryono@lbusd.k12.ca.us).

ADDED QUESTIONS

29.  Open Court allocates 21/2 hours of instruction (gr. 2-5) to language arts.  Is that different than the number of hours prescribed in the California Framework for Language Arts?

No, the Framework prescribes 2 ½  hours of language arts instruction (gr. 2-5), regardless of the publisher used.

30.  Why are there so many decodable books?  Do we need to teach all of them?

The state required publishers to create a decodable text for every sound/spelling.  Teachers may prioritize which of the two or three decodable choices will benefit their students.  One option is to do one of the decodables whole class, and one during Workshop.

31.  What are some tips for keeping the students’ attention during the long stretches of direct instruction?

For grade one, you may  want to insert Workshop between the green and the red section.  For all grade levels, consider inserting two short Workshops into the day, to break up long stretches of direct instruction.  As always, utilize all appropriate Essential Elements of Effective Instruction (EEEI), so that students are actively participating.  In addition, you may want to vary moving instruction from the rug, to desks, to a different area of the classroom throughout the day.

32.  Where can we purchase the Read Aloud books that are in the Teacher’s Edition?

One option is to purchase the Read Aloud grade level sets from the SRA publisher.  Contact the K-5 Literacy Office for more information (extension 5658 or dryono@lbusd.k12.ca.us).

33.  What if the second read (red section) is taking too long?

Remember that the second read is NOT a full reread of the text.  It involves skimming and scanning for the comprehension skills identified in that portion of the lesson.  If appropriate with your class, this can be done silently, or orally in pairs, or in groups that work on this while a teacher meets with one group.

34.  How do I get started with the Inquiry Journal?

To make it more manageable, do the first Inquiry Journal section together as a class (rather than moving straight to group or individual work).  Brainstorm background knowledge together, and model that you are just recording brief notes, not full sentences as you record ideas.  Also consider doing the first Inquiry Investigation together as a class before moving to group and individual work.

35.  How can I make the Concept/Question Board more interactive, and help the students see the Unit theme related to the real world?

Ask your school librarian to assist you with collecting newspaper and magazine articles and pictures related to your grade level themes.  Share these with your grade level partners, or take turns collecting for particular themes.  As you model the practice of noticing and bringing in real world related items, your students will begin to follow suit.  Remember to write a brief description on the article or picture to explain how it connects to the unit theme.

36.  Do you have any ideas for “fitting it all in”?

See attached handout entitled “How Can We Fit It All In?”. 

37.  In what part of the Blue Section can we flexibly incorporate our previous writing training (e.g., Write from the Beginning, etc.)?

In the middle column of the Blue Section, Writing Process, you may do this.  However, it is very important to keep the Grammar component and the Penmanship component of Open Court in place.

38.  I’m still confused with Comprehension Strategies vs. Skills.  Any help?

All readers and writers need both, and we use both at varied times.  What’s important to know for teaching/organizational purposes is that Open Court teaches strategies during the first read, and skills during the second read.

39.  Which Open Court units in my grade level focus on my grade level writing genres?  Can I spend more time on the writing process piece for these units?  What about Response to Literature?  Can I still use the district writing tasks (prompts)?

To obtain a chart which outlines the critical units for your grade level writing genres, contact the K-5 Literacy Office (extension 5658 or dryono@lbusd.k12.ca.us).  Yes, if you need to dedicate more time to the writing process component of the blue section for those critical writing units, you may do so.  Supplement any Response to Literature instruction as needed, using resources such as the district Writing Guide to do so.  You may still use the district writing tasks (prompts) found in the district Writing Guide.

40.  I’m not used to the recursive nature of the Open Court program; I used to stay with a single objective longer until all students mastered it.  Any advice?

Check the “skills trace” arrows in the Teacher’s Edition to know when and where the objective will be revisited again.  In Workshop, preteach students who you anticipate will need extra help with a particular objective that is coming up.  Then reteach as necessary in following Workshops.  Keep up with the pacing, and keep up with other teachers in your grade level in order to sharpen the focus of your analyses and discussions and maximize the benefits of your grade level meetings.  Trust the program, and remember that recent data from a large urban school district close to ours showed significant gains using this recursive program, with their highest gains reflected in their EL students.

41.  How can we obtain training videos to observe demonstration lessons?

Discuss with your Site Representative an overall plan for which of the training videos your grade levels need to view, and when.  Contact the K-5 Literacy Office to borrow these (extension 5658 or dryono@lbusd.k12.ca.us).

OPEN COURT:

How Can We Fit It All In???

· Consult sample schedules.


· Record how many minutes your are spending on each section.  Compare suggested minutes to actual minutes spent on each program component.


· Remember recursive paradigm vs. initial mastery paradigm.  Preteach and reteach where necessary in Workshop, but don’t slow down the whole class for a few students.


· Lesson planning:  Do cognitive preparation for lessons (not just materials preparation).  This will pay off in more time efficient instruction when you are with students.


· Red Section, Second Read:  Remember that the second read is NOT a full rereading of the text.  It involves skimming and scanning for the identified skills.


· Workshop Time:  What can I integrate in independent activities that I’m having trouble fitting in otherwise?

-SSR

-Inquiry research

-Writing, writing, writing (finishing final drafts, response journals, etc.)

-Open Court Writer’s Notebook:  vocabulary definitions, response to literature,  

 etc.

-Core Literature, Literature Circles (connect to Open Court theme/objectives)

-Juniot Great Books (connect to Open Court theme/objectives)

· Blending:  Are you using the appropriate blending strategy for the level of your students  (e.g., Sound-by-Sound, Whole Word, or Syllable Blending)?  If not, pacing may get bogged down.


· Make realistic Inquiry Project goals for Year 1.
· Focus your writing time on the Writing Units that emphasize the grade level required genres (see chart).
TO:








