
Reading First – Online Assessment Reporting System (OARS)


In compliance with the requirements of the Reading First Initiative, the fourteen Long Beach Unified Reading First schools make ongoing use of a curriculum-embedded, program-monitoring assessment system to determine student progress and the effectiveness of instruction. This assessment tool is called 6-8 Week Skills Assessments for Open Court Reading 2002 and was created by the Reading Lions Center at the Sacramento County Office of Education.  This system is critical for helping the teachers regularly assess and monitor their students’ learning results and continually improve the delivery of instruction. 


This criterion-referenced assessment focuses on assessing the content most recently taught in the completed Open Court unit or theme. The chart below explains the components assessed by each grade level:

Reading Lions Center - Open Court Reading 2002 Skills Assessments

	Kindergarten
	
	Grade 1
	
	Grade 2 - 5
	

	Assessment
	Assessment Items
	Assessment
	Assessment Items
	Assessment
	Assessment Items

	Fall
	*  Uppercase Letters

*  Lowercase Letters

*  High Frequency Words

*  Rhyming Words
	Units 

1 and 2
	*  10 Spelling/Phonics

*  10 Word Reading

*    2 Fluency Passages

         (Optional) 

*    1 Writing Prompt 
	Unit 1
	*  10 Comprehension   

*  10 Checking Skills  

*  10 Spelling

*  10 Vocabulary 

*    2 Fluency Passages

*    1 Writing Prompt

	Midyear
	*  Rhyming 

*  Blending (Word Parts)

*  Blending (Syllables)

*  Uppercase Letters

*  Lowercase Letters

*  High Frequency Words
	Units 

3 and 4
	*  10 Spelling/Phonics

*  10 Word Reading

*    2 Fluency Passages

         (Optional) 

*    1 Writing Prompt
	Unit 2
	*  10 Comprehension

*  10 Checking Skills  

*  10 Spelling

*  10 Vocabulary  

*    2 Fluency Passages

*    1 Writing Prompt

	Spring
	*  Uppercase Letters

*  Lowercase Letters

*  Consonant and Short

       Vowel Sounds

*  High Frequency Words

*  Oral Blending

*  Phoneme Replacement
	Units 

5 and 6
	*  10 Spelling/Phonics

*  10 Word Reading

*    2 Fluency Passages

         (Optional) 

*    1 Writing Prompt
	Unit 3
	*  10 Comprehension

*  10 Checking Skills  

*  10 Spelling

*  10 Vocabulary   

*    2 Fluency Passages

*    1 Writing Prompt

	End-of-year
	*  Uppercase Letters

*  Lowercase Letters

*  Consonant Sounds

*  Vowel Sounds

*  High Frequency Words

*  Rhyming Words

*  Phonemes in Words

*  CVC Words 
	Units 

7 and 8
	*  10 Comprehension   

*  10 Spelling/Phonics  

*  10 Word Reading

*    2 Fluency Passages

*    1 Writing Prompt
	Unit 4
	*  10 Comprehension

*  10 Checking Skills  

*  10 Spelling

*  10 Vocabulary  

*    2 Fluency Passages

*    1 Writing Prompt

	
	
	Unit 10
	*  10 Comprehension   

*  10 Spelling/Phonics  

*  10 Word Reading

*    2 Fluency Passages

*    1 Writing Prompt
	Unit 5

(Only 

Grade 5)
	*  10 Comprehension

*  10 Checking Skills  

*  10 Spelling

*  10 Vocabulary 

*    2 Fluency Passages

*    1 Writing Prompt

	
	
	
	
	Unit 6

(Grades 2, 3, and 4)
	*  10 Comprehension

*  10 Checking Skills  

*  10 Spelling

*  10 Vocabulary    

*    2 Fluency Passages

*    1 Writing Prompt



The Reading First Initiative also provides an Online Assessment Reporting System (OARS).  Every teacher at a Reading First School enters the results from the 6-8 Week Skills Assessments for Open Court 2002 into OARS.  This web-based software tool facilitates the collection, reporting, and analysis of these periodic assessments. It provides multiple options for viewing the assessment results. For example, you can view the results of all the subtests for one assessment period, or you can choose one subtest (such as reading comprehension) and view all results for the entire year. You can also review the results for a matched cohort (e.g. students who started in 1st grade, then continued in 2nd grade, etc.) or you can compare the same grade over multiple years. This type of report is very helpful for analyzing long-term trends. 


To further assist the Reading First schools in doing a comprehensive analysis of student progress, the Long Beach Unified School District has developed an Item Analysis Form that aligns with each of the 6-8 Week Skills Assessments for Open Court Reading 2002.  This Item Analysis Form is utilized during the teachers’ data analysis meetings with the Reading First Coach.  It assists the teachers and coach with identifying the specific skill assessed for each item in a given test section. For example, within a Comprehension Assessment Section each individual question is identified as to what sub-skill it is assessing - Drawing Conclusions, Cause/Effect, Author’s Purpose, etc. Using this Item Analysis Form, the teachers can quickly identify which students are mastering or struggling with which specific type of comprehension skill question. 

Using the OARS data, the Reading First schools hold regular, collaborative, grade-level meetings to discuss effectiveness of instruction, monitor student results on the selected assessments, and identify students that are in need of pre-teaching or re-teaching. Teachers collaborate with grade level colleagues to refine and deepen instruction in the subsequent unit or theme. They utilize the data for planning whole and small group instruction, as well as independent workshop activities.  Administrators can also utilize the OARS assessment results to help determine staff development needs and identify students that are in need of an immediate short term intervention. This immediate intervention action has resulted in fewer students being identified for Special Education services.  Data results influence site based decisions and district-wide professional development for coaches, teachers, and principals. 

The Reading First schools monitor student progress based on the 6–8 Week Skills Assessments for Open Court Reading 2002, the district’s Benchmark Assessments, and the publisher produced weekly assessment tools.  They use the results from multiple sources to make instructional decisions for the purpose of maximizing student achievement.

Sample Open Court Assessment Sheet – 2nd Grade, Unit 3

[image: image1.emf]Student

2rd Grade

Unit 3

Item Analysis Form

Writing Traits Score

Fluency #1 Fluency #2

Convention Score

Genre Score

7. Context Meaning

8. Synonym 9. Synonym

10. Synonym

3. Antonym

4. Multiple Meaning 5. Multiple Meaning 6. Context Meaning

9. Jump Card

10. Bird Card

1. Antonym 2. Antonym

5. Long O

6. Camera Card

7. Coil Card

8. Goo Card

1. Long A

2. Cow Card

3. Long E

4. Long I

7. Ending Punc.

8. Sentence Struc. 9. Sentence Struc.

10. Sentence Struc.

3. Verb

4.Verb

5. Ending Punc. 6. Ending Punc.

9. Literal Detail

10. Cause/Effect-Literal

1. Subject 2. Subject

5. Cause/Effect-Literal

6. Literal Detail

7. Cause/Effect-Literal

8. Detail-Literal

1. Literal Detail 2. Literal Detail 3. Literal Detail

4. Cause/Effect-Literal


































































































































































